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. . nonfiction, and poetry, including Tobias Wolff’s short story
Ina Coolbrith John Muir « ” e »

. Desert Breakdown, 1968,” Joan Didion’s essay “Notes from a
Richard H. Dana Charles Nordhoff Native Daughter,” and a selection from Amy Tan’s Joy Luck Club
Joan Didion Frank Norris shten y 4 '
Harriet Doerr Jenny Price Excerpts from the works of Wallace Stegner, Jack London, John
Daniel Duane Gary Snyder Muir, Mark Twain, and many others incorporate voices from the
Dana Gioia Gary Soto past. Contemporary writers include Robert Hass, Daniel Duane,
Mary Edith Griswold Wallace Stegner Anne Lamott, and Tom McNeal.
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Ron Hansen John Stembe.c Organized by geographic region, the thoughtfully chosen
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Take a peek inside

Peter Fish

INTRODUCTION

HIS IS A BOOK OF CALIFORNIA LITERATURE, but lets sart

Cruz Isiand, S Calif
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Barbara Harbor. From the boats deck you see the Santa Barbara Channel,
always choppier than you expect, and the spidery forms of the channel’s
offshor oilrigs. Ahead of you runs 1
shoreline, then the red roofs of Santa Barbara and the wall of mountains
rising behind the city:

Much about the view is modern: the oil platforms, the Hobie Cat
sailboats cutting across the waves in front of you, the buzz of traffic on US
101 as you near shore. But something essential is timeles: ocean, land, sky;
sun. The sense, very strong here, of being someplace set apar.

d

hite strip of sand that marks the

e first
warm that we had on straw hats, duck
ichard Henry Dana i, wrote when he

iled here from Boston, a Harvard boy attempting to gain
iventure by signi

i seaman aboard

INTRODUCTION

the second mate called to him, “this does not look much like Cambridge.
a sit” It did not.
Boston and in 1840 published his Tiwo Years Before
ume for most Americans a fist introduction to the

di od and that was California. Dana went on to become
an expertin mar and a diplomat, Yet at the end of his lfe he was
said to reget tha ful memoir of a voyage to California outshone

all his other accomplishments. His regrets, too, hit on something essential
about California: it has a way of putting other places i its shadow.
Inthese pages you willfind forty-one writers starting with Dana in mid-

Los Angeles. They include poets and novelists and journaliss. All but Dana
were or are residents, One wier (Joaquin Miler) was convicted of being
a horse thief. One was a Nobel laureate (John Steinbeck). Many are well
Known, and some are not but should be.

pover, which is why at various times citizens have tried to break up the
State into smaller pieces: north and south, coast and inland. You can
consider these movements hare-brained without denying that they've hit
‘on an underlying truth, The California you experience in Laguna Beachiisa
Lone Pine.
ing from each place i diffeent, oo.

John Steinbeck

Selection from The Grapes of Wrath

dy out "fore we settle
brought it to a stap.
the road. Tom leaned

water up here;” Uncle John called.
ou crawl up on 0p. You put my legs to sleep a-setin’

back board and on his hands and knees cravled over Granm's matiress
and o

W a urhie said”

we gonna be therel "Cause

Tom said sol Gonna seem funny to see pretty :
The sun went down and left a great halo in the sky. And it grew very

dark under the tarpaulin,a long cave with light at each end—a fla trangle

of light

Conie and Rose of Sharon leaned bay

hot

d the

o her car. “Maybe in the marnin’ How'd you lke to
dusk his hand moved out and straked her hip.
azy 5. loon. Don't do that” And she

“Maybe? she said. “But wait tll they get 1o sleep. You'll make me crazy,
an’ maybe they won't get to sleep.”
“I can't hardly stop.” he said
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About the Editor
Peter Fish was born in Santa Barbara, California, and
grew up in Ventura. He received a B.A. in history from
Yale University, where he focused on the history of the
American West. He was a Mirrielees Fellow in creative
writing at Stanford University and a Hoyns Fellow in
fiction at the University of Virginia. He has written and
edited for Sunset Magazine for many years and is currently
Sunset’s editor-at-large. He lives in San Francisco with his
wife, Nancy, and son, Joseph.

Praise for California’s Best:

“With this book, Peter Fish has managed to pull together
famous and lesser-known writers from across the years
and landscapes to create a picture of California that is
both timeless and surprising. The strength of California’s
Best is that it gives you a renewed appreciation for the
magnetic pull this state has had over the people who have
lived and written here. It’s a great read.”

—KATIE TAMONY, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, SUNSET MAGAZINE

“Armchair travelers will find that California’s Best provides
them with the services of an ideal tour guide. Peter
Fish marshals sharp wisdom and deep knowledge to
forge a book that offers a memorable journey through
California’s extraordinary landscapes and histories. With
each poem, memoir, short story, or essay, Fish steps aside
to let a remarkable array of writers take over the tour.
Readers will finish the journey not only with an enhanced
appreciation for California but also with heightened
powers of observation and reflection to bring to bear on
every place they land.”

—PATRICIA NELSON LIMERICK, AUTHOR OF DESERT

PASSAGES AND THE LEGACY OF CONQUEST AND NATIVE
OF BANNING, CALIFORNIA

“Jack London, Wallace Stegner, Gary Snyder, John
Steinbeck and Joan Didion, Mark Twain and Tobias
Wolff, Robert Hass and so many excellent others—
California’s Best is a terrific regional anthology, elegantly
organized, with brilliant selections. Don’t miss this one.”

—WILLIAM KITTREDGE, CO-EDITOR, WITH ANNICK
SMITH, OF THE LAST BEST PLACE
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